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PAPERS 

I N 

COLONIES AND TRADE. 



Thanks were returned to Dr. Dancer' 
for the following connmunications, re- 
lative to the growth of Cinnamon in 
Jamaica, and other fubjefts mentioned 
therein, which have been recommended 
to his attention by the Society, particu- 
larly with refped to obtaining a kind of 
Barilla or Kelp, from foms of the ma- 
ritime plants of that Ifland, which may 
hereafter prove a valuable article of im- 
portation. • 

S I R, 

I AM jufl: favoured with your letter of 
the 19th of January, by the Jupiter, 
and cannot omit the opportunity which 

offers 
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offers, by Mr. Nepean (who fails in a few 
days), of thj^nking you for the fame, and 
of anfwering to fome few particulars, fo 
far as am ablej but I fhall hereafter 
write you more fully on the fame fub- 
je(5l. 

It gives me fenfible pleafure, to find 
the opinion of the Society, refpedting our 
Cinnamon, confirmed by Commercial Gen- 
tlemen engaged in that branch of trade :* 
this will have more influence on the 
minds of people in this Colony, in ex- 
erting their attention to fo important an 
objedt, than the decifion of men of 
fcience, to which they pay little defe- 
rence, 

Notwithflanding the careful and re- 
peated inveftigation the Cinnamon of this 
Iftand has undergone, fomc perfons aflert, 
that it is not the true Ceylon Cinnamon, 
but the Caflia. I think it unneceflary to 

anfwt'r 

• See Volupe X. p. 256, 
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anfwer them, becaufe I am fully fatisfied 
that, unlefs every account given of the 
different fpecies, or varieties, is erroneous, 
ours is the real Rajfe Coronde, or beft fort. 
This I am more confirmed in, by the ex- 
tradt the Committee of the Society has 
been pleafed to favour me with : and 
though foil and climate may occafion fomc 
flight difference in the colour and grain 
of the bark, the aroma is exactly the 
fame, and of equal, if not fuperior, 
ftrength j fo that I have no doubt of its 
meeting with a market, when we are able 
to fend it. While meafures are taken on 
every fide tO injure the ftaple trade of 
this ifland, we muff: think ourfelves highly 
indebted to the Society, for recommending 
and encouraging, by premiums, the cul- 
tivation and introdudlion of fuch articles 
as may open a new fource of trade and 
wealth. 

After defpairing for a long time, a few 
plants of the Che, or Oldenlandia Umbel- 
lata, (See Vol, X. p. 259) made their ap- 
pearance 
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pearance, and I have had a fecond crop. I 
ihall enclofe you a fmall packet of feed. 

I obferve what you fay about preparing 
alkahne falts from our marine plants ; I 
have ah-eady made fome trials with tha 
Bctis Maritiiiiir, employed by the Spaniards 
at Carthagena for that purpofe; but I have 
not had fufficient leifure to profecute the 
bufinefs. I hope, in my next, to give you 
more fatisfadlory intelligence on this and 
fome other matters. 

I have, for fome time pafl, had the 
Acafia (or Mimofa)*, of whicli you fent 
me feeds, growing in the Botanic Garden. 
It was obtained from Sir Jofeph Banks, 
about four years ago, and has many ot the 
charaders of the nlktica, or gum arabic tree, 
but has never produced any gum ; whilft 
another tree, which is very defecftive in 
its charadler, has produced very fine 
^um. 

I am 

* Brcy£ht from Egypt by Mr. Bo)Jfior. 
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I am printing (for the firft time), by or- 
der of the Houfe of AlTembly, a catalogue 
of our garden, a copy of which, when 
publiihcd, I fhall fend to you, and beg 
leave to folicit the continuance of your con- 
tributions. 

I have of late been occupied in col- 
lecting plants for his Majefty's Garden at 
Kew, for Sir Jofeph Banks, and fome other 
Gentlemen, which has diverted my atten- 
tention from other purfuits 5 but that bufi- 
nefs being completed, I fhall have in view 
the confideration of what you recommend. 

I remain very refpedlfully. 

Sir, 

Your obedient humble fervant, 

Thomas Dancer* 

Mr. MoR£, 

SIR, 
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5IR, 

I WROTE to you feme time ago to 
acknowledge the receipt of your 
favour. The Che, or Oldenlandia Um- 
bellata, with which you obliged me, 
fucceeds wonderfully well, and I have 
fent a fmall parcel of the root for trial. 
I have not Dr. Anderfon's procefs 
by me J but I find that, in decodion 
with an alkali, it yields a deep red co- 
lour. 

The Bajilla Rubra likewife, another 
Eaft-India dye, flourifhes j but I am not 
yet acquainted with the mode of fixing the 
beautiful colour it gives. In the courfe of 
my different journeys, whilft colledting 
plants for Kew Garden, I colleded a great 
many Lichens; but, on trial, I found 
none of them to be compared with the 

Lichen 
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Lichen Rocella, from the Canary lilands, 
which you fcnt me. 

The Betis Marhima, which grows in 
the greateft abundance in all the falinas of 
this Ifland, has been long employed by the 
Spaniards, in South America, in the ma- 
king of glafs, (Vide Jacquin, Stirpes 
Americanae.) I will endeavour to fend you 
home fome ipecimens of Kelp, prepared 
from this and fome other marine plants. 
I now come, to fay a word or two more 
on the fubjed: of Cinnamon. The Ja- 
maica pinnamon exceeds, in the opinion 
of every one, the fpecimens of Ceylon 
Cinnamon, fent me by Mr. Travers ^ but 
many perfons think thofe fpecimens very 
bad. I am happy, however, to inform 
you, that the attention paid by the So- 
ciety to this interefting fubjedt, has had 
the defired effe<3:i of awakening the public 
of this Ifland to a fenfe of its impor- 
tance. It is probable that a bill will be 
brought in, during the next Seffion of 
P Aflemblv, 
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/Aflembly, to encourage, t»y offer of 
liberal premiums, the cultivation of 
this and the other fpices j but the in- 
tention of the Lejiiflative Gentlemen is 
already, in fome degree, anticipated ; 
for feveral Gentlemen are going largely 
into the planting of Cinnamon : I have 
it on good authority, that one Gen- 
tleman has already fct out fifty thoufand 
trees. 

I have lately, by order of the Houfc 
of Affcmbly, publiflied the catalogue of 
our garden, a copy of which I beg" very 
refpedfuUy to prefent to the Society, and 
fend another copy for your own Accept- 
ance. Knowing our ftock, you will be 
at no lofs to underfland what will be 
acceptable ; and I Ihall always be grate- 
ful for any contributions you can procure 
for this infant eftablifliment, which I 
have found fo much difficulty in fup- 
porting. 

The 
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the Ch^ foots, with the catalogues, 
you will receive by the (hip Beckford, 
Captain Ayton, addrefled to the care of 
Mr. Vaughan* 

I remain, S i k. 

With fentiments of e^eem. 
Your very humble fervant, 

ThoMas Dancer. 

Eei'an'ic Garden, yamdtcaj 
July 24, 1792. 

Mr. More. 



P £ The 
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The Silver Medal was this year voted' 
to Mrs. Anstey, from whom the fol- 
lowing letters were received, and to 
whom the introdudion of the Cinna- 
mon-Tree, into the Britifh Settlement 
at Madras, v/as owing. For, in the 
former war with Hyder Ally, when 
Mrs. Anstey (whofe name at that 
time was Light) took refuge in the 
liknd of Ceylon, fhe obtained from the 
Dutch two young Cinnamon Trees, 
which, on her return to Madras, fhe 
conveyed thither, and from which all 
the trees of that kind, at and in the 
neighbourhood of that Settlements have 
been produced. 

S I R, 

I LITTLE thought to have been the 
firft to have conveyed you thofe 
lamples ef Cinnamon you rec^uired, which 

I had 
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I had written for from England i and ray 
dircdlions, as you will lee, have beea 
pun<3:ually obferved. The accompanying 
fpecimens, my friend, Mr. Torin, has 
lately fent to me, at this place, in order 
that they might be forwarded to me ia 
England, without an idea of my being on 
the fpot to receive them.* 

I had the fatisfadion of hearing. Im- 
mediately on my arrival at Madras, the 
very fuccefsful progrefs of my Cinnamon 
Plantation, which Mr. Torin's and Mr. 
Marten's letters will more fully afcertain, as 
will alfo Dr. Anderfon's publication, which 
I likewife enclofc to you, not only on ac- 
count of my name being mentioned, but 
alfo to fhew you there are people in the 
Eaft, who "are eager to promote, in dif- 
ferent forms, what might eijrich our 
, Eaftern poiTeffions in particular, and So- 
ciety in general ; and who neither fpare 
expence or labour of body or mind, for 
the encouragement of Arts. 

P 3 Befides 

* Thefe fpecimens are referred in the Society's colleftion. 
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Befides the fpecimens I hayc lately re-« 
ccivcd from the Southward, I fend yov* 
feveral little branches of a tree, growing 
in Dr. Anderfon's garden^ under the care 
of Dr. Berry, at Marmalong, about fe- 
yen milep from Fort St. George, which I 
have vifited, and found in a very flourifh- 
ing ftate, about four years old, grpwn fronc). 
feed of the parent tree I brought myfelf 
from Golumbo, and has been upwards of 
two years at Madras. The bark, when I 
tafted it a few days ago, had a very ftrong 
and fine flavour ; it has not yet bloiTomed, 
nor is it at prefent in a flate to yield any 
bark as Lmple?, 

I had a very fortunate pafTage, being 
only three months and ten days, from the 
time of our lofing iight of Old England, 
•vvhich was pn the 6th of May : I em- 
barked the ifl, at eleven at night, and 
was in the Road§ of Madras the 15th of 
Augufl, ^t noon. 

you 
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You will find, by the enclofed letters, 
there is little doubt but that our Settle- 
ment on the Coromandel Coaft will 
prove as great a mart to the Englifti 
Company, for the Cinnamon Trade, in a 
few years, as ever Ceylon has proved to 
the Dutch. 

I am. Sir, 

Your much obliged. 

And obedient fervant, 

L. Anstey. 

MadraSf 
Sept. 17, 1791. 

Mr. More. 



Copy of part of a Letter from Mr. Tor i m 
to Mrs. Anstey, dated Tinneveily, 
July 10, 179 1. 

Dear Madam, 

TVyTR. Kinderfley has lately fent me 

J-"-i' your letter, relative to the fpeci- 

mens and other teftimony you wilh to 

P 4 procure 
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procure of the Cinnamon ; and I readily 
undertake to furnifh you with the proofs 
you require, happy in this proper occa- 
lion to ihew my fenfe of the many civili- 
ties I experienced from your family at Pa- 
lamcotah. 

As I am no longer paymafter, or in 
charge of the garden, I am obliged to 
proceed, with the afliftance of Mr. Mar- 
ten, who has promifed to fupport your 
claims on the public, upon this fcore, with 
all the information you require, and the 
fubjedl will admit ; and the great care he 
takes cf the plantation, leaves us little 
doubt but you will derive every advantage 
from its profperity. 

As foon as I heard of the views you en- 
tertained from its public utility, I caufed 
fome plants to be moved to a more favour- 
able foil, under the hills, and near to the 
water-fall at Tankanfhyj recommending 
at the fame time to Government, to order a 

piece 



COLONIES AND TRADE. 21^ 

jjfcce of ground to be enclofed, and appro- 
priated to the parpofe, by a grant from the 
Nabob. 

All the queftlons you have put, and the 
fpecimens you require, will be anfwered 
and prepared in time for the fhips before 
Odlober, except that of the bloflbm, which 
we muft fend vou next feafon. In the 
year 1790, I reared upwards of two thou- 
sand plants } atid, as they have furvived a 
twelvemonth, and are moftly of the firft 
fort, there is little doubt of their fucceed- 



Dear Madam, 

PREVIOUS to the receipt of your fa- 
vour of the 30th of March, I had 
the honour to addrefs you relative to the 
Cinnamon J and, in confequenceof alctter 
from Mr. Kinderfley, I have now the plea- 
fure to fend you fpeclmens of the trees, of 
which the Paymafter has at lead five thou- 

fand 
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fand young plants in his garden : thefc arc 
fent to you, to guard againft accident that 
may happen to thofe publicly tranfmitted 
to the Court of Diredors. 

We have not yet acquired the art of ta- 
king oiF the bark, and feparating it from 
the outer rind. In a few weeks we hope to 
accoraplijli this ; and you fhall then receive 
further famples of it. There can be no 
manner of doubt, I think, of the increafing 
profperity of the plantation, now the Go- 
vernment have given it their countenance. 

I lately vifited my plantation under the 
hills, and found it thriving furprifingly 
well. You need be under no apprehenfion 
whatever with refpedl to the quality of the 
parent tree, as I have received the opinion 
even of fome Dutch gentlemen upon itj nor 
do I apprehend that the plant will degene- 
rate : they grow from feed, and from 
layers, and only require the fliade of other 
trees for the firft twelvemonth. The few 
experiments from cuttings did not fucceed ; 
but we will try again. 

Imuft 
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I ir.uft not forget to remark, that thefe 
famples are feen under a great difadvantage, 
as we have learnt that the finefl Cinnamon 
is produced from the young felons which 
llioot up from the root after the tree has 
been cut down : this is a part of the proccfs 
we have not yet arrived at j but it will be 
attempted this feafon. 

Mr. Marten beftows every poffible care 
on the culture, and will think his labours 
very well rewarded, if it fjhould prove be- 
neficial to you; to whom, we all allow, 
the Company and the Public will be folely 
indebted for whatever advantages may re- 
fultfrom the plantations. 

I remain. Dear Madam, 

Your very obcdi ent fcrvant, 

E. Tor IN. 

TiiinevcUy, 
Jjig. 24, 1791. 

Mrs. Anstey. 

SIR, 
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IHAVE to acknowledge the receipt of the 
feveral orders of Government through 
you. 

I have the pleafure to acquaint Govern- 
ment, that the ground allotted as a Cinna- 
mon plantation is already enclofed^ and 
the fields are now preparing for the recep- 
tion of the plants, which I fhall not at- 
tempt to move until the land-winds arc 
over» and the cool feafon commenced* Of 
the feed which I have fown fince my laft 
addrefs upon this fubjed, of the firft fort 
(for I have reafon to think it the fuperior 
fpecies of Cinnamon found on Ceylon), to 
the number of four thoufand, feveral have 
«iade their appearance: fhofe of the fecond 
Ibrt, which I have put into the ground, are 
iiinvKnerable ; and I do not think myielf 
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too fanguine in the exj^eftation of ilocking 
the plantation this year. 

I have attempted, in compliance with 
Government's diredions, to take off, and 
prepare, the Cinnamon famples, which I 
now fend j but, in juilice to Mrs. Anftey, 
who firft brought this valuable fpice into 
our poffeffions, I muft remark, that thele 
famples are fubmitted ta infpeftion under 
every poflible difadvantage. In the firH 
place, I am not thoroughly convinced that 
the modes I have adopted for feparating and 
drying the barks, are proper, though cor- 
re£t vi^ith every information I have been able 
to obtain. The former is performed (after 
expofing the fhoots about half an hour in 
the fun, that the juice may be lefs liable to 
efcape) by cutting two oppofite longitu- 
dinal flips through the bark, and ftriking 
them with a round fmooth ftick, which 
immediately feparates the Cinnamon from 
the wood. Secondly, I underfland the 
Dutch cut down their trees when three 

yeaj'S 
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years old j and that their beft Cinnamon is 
taken from the (hoots ftriking from the re- 
maining ftump, at the time when they are 
mod luxuriant in fap. This experiment I 
intend trying in October upon fome trees of 
the fecond fort, which arc of the proper age. 
I have none of a fuperior quality above 
twelve months growth -, but Government 
muft be convinced of the difadvantage under 
which thefe famples appear, when they are 
informed, that they are taken from old 
trees, in their original flate, at this (the 
dryeft) feafon of the year, and when their 
juices are expended in their fruit. 

" Dr. Anderfon, I underfland, wifhes'me 
to fuperintend the mulberry cultivation in 
thefe diftrids — an experiment that I will 
readily undertake; and, as it will be neceflary 
to have fome flielter for the young Cinna- 
mon plants, I purpofe interfering each row 
of Cinnamon with a hedge of mulberry, 
which will anfwer equally well as any other 
fliadc, and will be trying two experiments 

under 



COLONIES AND TRADE. 223 

under one expence. The mulberry is not 
uncommon to this country. 

I am. Sir, 

Your moft obedient fervant, 

J. Marten. 

Palamcotah, 
July 10, 1 79 1. 

W. CoxLiNs Jackson, 
Efq. Secretary to the 
Military and Secret 
Department, Fort St. 
George, Madras. 



